St Aignan’s church

The Orvin river
The hamlet of Cercy sits on a former Roman thoroughfare,
with the Orvin marking the limit between the Aube and
Seine-et-Marne departments. This 38-km long river is an
aﬀluent of the Seine, joining it in Villiers-sur-Seine.

Fontaines-Fourches church
Dating from the 12th century, this Romanesque edifice
with a groin vault is dedicated to St Martin, who is also the
patron saint of the town, because of the abundant waters
of St Martin’s spring.

The Washhouses
The town boasts four washhouses, all built and working
the same way, using spring water.
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This primitive church, located in Villiers-sur-Seine, was very
probably built in the 12th century, only to be burned by the
Huguenots in 1567. Born in 391, St Aignan was the Bishop
of Orleans. He apparently saved the city from Attila the Hun
in the mid-5th century, with Roman general Aetius.
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Departure: Villiers-sur-Seine
(church)
GPS: Lat. Long. : 48.45617 - 3.37659
UTM: 31U 0527844 - 5367073

Villiers-sur-Seine

BRAY-SUR-SEINE

Access: Villiers-sur-Seine lies 1.3 kilometres south-west of
Nogent-sur-Seine and 35 kilometres north-east of Montereau-Fault-Yonne.
Practical information: from Paris, take the A5 motorway
to Marolles-sur-Seine then the D411.

The Hiker's Code of Conduct
• Do not leave the marked paths.
• If there are any doubts regarding which
path to take, markings take precedence
over the description.
• Respect nature and private property.
• Don't litter.
• Avoid routes during hunting season (check
with the town halls or the Seine-et-Marne
hunting federation).
• Close gates and fences after you.
• Whenever possible, remove any obstacles
from the path.

The Orvin is an aﬀluent of the Seine and the
leitmotiv of this hike along the border between
Seine-et-Marne and Aube. We will come across
several washhouses in various shapes and forms,
and the lovely church in Fontaines-Fourches.
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Crossing the Orvin
1 Starting at St Aignan’s church, follow Grande Rue then
Rue du Four d’Athis to the Seine. At the hamlet of Athis,
continue on your right along Rue de Champignole and
carefully! cross the D411. Take the track on the other side,
walk along the Vieil-Orvin until you reach the Orvin, which you
cross.
2 Continue in the same direction until you reach another
arm of the Orvin and turn right to follow it. After the
transmission line, head left, cross the brook and enter the
wood. At the road, follow the track on your right to the
washhouse in Cercy.
3 Cross the D-road and continue opposite along the edge
of the wood, then through fields until you reach another road.
Follow this road for 40m and, as it bends to the right, continue
straight ahead along the track to the La-Folie mill.
4 Turn right, cross the Orvin, walk along the property and
take a lane leading to the D49. Follow this road, then take the
track along the edge of the wood. At the second crossroads,
turn right into the wood, past the washhouse and go up to
Fontaine-Fourches church.
5 Go round the church to get back to Rue St-Martin. Turn
left into this street for about 400m. Take the narrow alleyway
on your right, to the road leading to St Martin’s washhouse.
Go back up to the alley and turn right onto the path along the
gardens. Before the school, go down on the right. Once you
reach the wood, take the track on your left for 50m and turn
left again onto a path which bears right to the Cercy road.
6 Cross this road and continue along Rue Aux-Ouches. At
the end of the street, take the right path and once you reach
the wood, take the left path. Pass the Bas-de-Fourches
washhouse.
7 Pass the Bas-de-Fourches washhouse. When you come to
the next road, turn right, then take the track on your left along
the Cars Moreau coach site. At the second crossroads, head
right, go under the transmission line and cross the brook.
Follow the track in the same direction to the D411.
8 Carefully cross the D411 to get to Villiers sur-Seine. Follow
Rue Neuve opposite, then Rue de la Place des Fêtes on your
right to get back to the village church.
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The trail markings on this route are installed and maintained by 250 footpath wardens from the Seine-et-Marne departmental hiking committee. (Codérando 77).
It is part of a network of 4,500 km of walking and hiking trails in the department.
If you notice any irregularities during your hikes (errors or lack of markings, poor maintenance, illegal waste disposal), please inform Codérando 77 via the website
http://sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr/ by selecting the “hiking” activity.

